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An Argumentation on the Intellectual History of the Idea of Imperial Despotic Society from the Qin Dy-
nasty to the Qing Dynasty Li Zhenhong
The basic characteristic of the mind-dictating policy from the Qin to the Qing imperial period is setting one
definition ( Ding Yu Yi) which seeks the absolute ideological unity of the entire population. After unifying Chi-
na the way the Qin Emperor chose to govern the country was to control people’s minds and unify their ideas.

Learning from the Qin failure to control people’s minds through burning books and burying Confucian scholars

Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty implemented the intellectual policy of banning one hundred schools of thought
and exalting the six classics of Confucianism. This policy established the intellectual order of setting Confucian—
ism as the state ideology and using the guiding role of policies so that people knew what to follow and then lead—
ing people to accept the state ideology. It laid the foundation for achieving the true unity of thinking and ideolog—
ical dogmatism. The imperial examination system after the Sui and Tang Dynasties further promoted the universal
access to Confucianism and finally turned the goal of ideological unity into reality. Since the first emperor’ of the
Qin Dynasty the Chinese emperors had compulsively transformed the ideal pursuit of thinkers in the pre-Qin pe—
riod from the idea that the sage will be king into that the king is sage. They linked the arbitrary power with the
sage mind made the intellectual fraud of the son of Heaven( emperor) being sage induced the subjects to take
the emperor’s thinking as their own thinking and surrendered their own power of independent thinking. The prac—
tice of taking officials as teachers which had been executed since the Qin period is taking emperors as teachers
in essence. This system is designed to carry through the idea that the son of Heaven is sage to the end that
hundreds of millions of people in the whole world are controlled by one autocrat. What prompts the emperors to
set the fraud of the son of Heaven is sage and to unfurl the banner of taking officials as teachers is despotism. As
for the people who have slept for thousand years in the fraud they cannot be woken up because they have lost
their power and ability to think. Intellectual despotism is the despotism on thinking. Therefore the target of im—
perial despotism is thinkers. In more than two-thousand-year imperial period few people with thinking had e-
merged due to the suffocating atmosphere of the unity of thinking. Anyone with a little bit thinking ability either
chose to be vigilant at every moment and keep consistent with the imperial authority or to confess piously and
surrender to the imperial power after raining against the stone wall in the hope of preserving their lives. In the
intellectual ocean devoid of intellectual personality there are no waves and ripples. Whereas it is this vast and
deathly still ocean that prevents the giant ship of imperial despotism from sinking. In comparison with Marx criti—
cism of the inspection system of Prussian books and newspapers what is executed in Chinese history is typical in—
tellectual despotism. Thus it is appropriate to depart from the facts of such an intellectual history and determine

the over two-thousand-year imperial period from the Qin Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty as imperial despotic society.

The Era of Digital Democracy? Internet Involvement and Online Political Participation: Evidence from a
List Experiment Meng Tianguang Ji Chengyuan

Since the coming of the Internet Era the popularization of internet has brought about a revolutionary impact
on national governance. There are competing views on the role of internet in governance among scholars: the op—
timists believe that internet has strengthened the political participation by stimulating internet activism and con—
structing the network of social links while pessimists hold that internet weakened the political participation
through growing segment of internet users and depoliticization of internet. Previous studies usually underestimate

the roles of internet involvement to link internet use and online participation theoretically. Based on a survey ex—
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periment to Chinese internet users we examine the effect of internet involvement in online participation on the
individual level. The list experiment displays the effective capacity to reduce social desirability bias of measuring
online participation. As a result Chinese citizens are relatively active online. Econometric analysis shows that
internet involvement is the key variable to activate online participation. Collective involvement significantly pro—
motes online participation while individual involvement shows negative or no influence. In sum the populariza—
tion of internet will not automatically bring digital democracy collective involvement rather than individual in—
volvement will stimulate online participation by strengthening the network of social links and the diffusion of on—

line information.

Internet Agenda-Setting and Political Participation: A Research Based on an Experimental Survey
Guo Fenglin Yan Jie
Internet brings changes to both the agenda-setting and its influence on the public. Using an experimental
survey data the effect difference on political participation by different internet agendas can be reached. Overall
the discussion on agenda still limits mostly on itself indicating a rather not-so-strong trend of politicization. A-
mong the agendas the international ones easily stimulate political participation or mainly through the interactive
way of discussion. While for the social type it is mainly correlated with socialized participation or mainly
through the attention to attributes on social disputes and government control. The browse of agenda information
would stimulate the un-institutional participation. The mode for political agendas is more complex whose trigger
point is more widely distributed. The internet era sees a more diversified relationship between agenda and politi—
cal participation where the agenda type issue attributes and the way of discussion all matter in intertwined

ways which demands more to governance.

The Involvement of Social Organizations in the Global Climate Change Negotiation: Evidence from a
Survey Experiment in Beijing Su Yusong Meng Tianguang
With China’s increasingly active participation in global governance it has become a top priority to optimize
the institutional building of international affairs which safeguards national interests and enhances public support.
This paper explores the influence of the involvement of social organizations in the global climate change negotia—
tion and examines the public evaluation of such involvement. The experimental study shows that Beijing citizens
value positively on the role of social organizations in the global climate change negotiation; but most citizens are
more inclined to authorize just the government delegates to participate in the negotiation. Although citizens think
positively about social organization participation in the negotiation they do not think it would matter much if so—
cial organizations do not participate. In short the government should recruit appropriate and more motivated so—
cial organizations into global governance and actively expose information of the involvement of social organiza—
tions in international affairs to the public. Moreover the government should also construct the mutual trust rela—

tionship among the government institutions social organizations and the public to lay an institutional foundation

for China’s participation in international affairs.

From Althusser to Xia Zhongyi: A Symptomatic Reading of Xia Zhongyi's On Zhu Guangqian’s Aesthetics
Liu Fengjie

From the perspective of symptomatic reading the paper based on an analysis of On Zhu Guangqgian Aes—
thetics by Xia Zhongyi discusses the differences between Xia Zhongyi and Althusser in the fact: what the former
has established is a three-tier reading approach including the collection of symptoms the proposal of a new
problématique and the recognition of human value; whereas what the latter has established is a two-tier reading

approach consisting of the collection of symptoms and the proposal of a new problématique. Emphasizing human
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